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AMENDING THE ACT OF SEPTEMBER 25, 1950, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE LIABILITY OF THE TOWN OF MILLS, WYO., TO FURNISH 
SEWERAGE SERVICE UNDER SUCH ACT SHALL NOT EXTEND TO 
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Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


(‘To accompany 8. 2658] 


The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill, S. 2658, to amend the act of September 25, 1950, so 
as to provide that the liability of the town of Mills, Wyo., to furnish 
sewerage service under such act shall not extend to future construc- 
tion by the United States, having considered the same, report favor- 
abiy thereon without amendment and with the recommendation that 
the bill do pass. 

Public Law 832, Eighty-first Congress, second session, authorized 
and directed the Secretary of the Interior to transfer to the town of 
Mills, Wvo., all right, title, and interest of the United States in and 
to the 12-inch main sewer and Imhoff tank constructed by the United 
States in and adjacent to the town, together with rights-of-way there- 
for acquired or held by the United States. The transfer was made on 
condition that the United States shall have a perpetual right to use the 
sewerage system, but that the town shall operate and maintain the 
system in a manner which will permit such use by the United States 
without charge or liability whatsoever against the United States by 
reason of the construction, operation, maintenance, or use of the 
sewerage system. 

The attornevs for the town and the town officials were fearful that 
the town of Mills might be under obligation to assume the maintenance 
burden in the future if the Bureau of Reclamation should extend the 
system. This was not originally contemplated but because the 
language of the law is not specifically clear on this point it seemed 
desirable to clear away the ambiguity by an amendment. Accordingly, 
S. 2658 sets forth an amendment for this purpose. It was worked out 
by representatives of the Bureau of Reclamation and the attorneys 
for the town of Mills 

It ought to be stated that this sewer was put in by the Bureau of 
Reclamation for use in connection with the construction of the 
Kortes project and is now not really needed, and there is no expecta- 
tion on the part of the Bureau that its present use will expand. The 
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system would have been scrapped if it had not been turned over to 
the town of Mills, in which event it would not only be lost to the town 
but would represent a net loss to the United States. 

Further detailed information is carried in the favorable report of 
the Department of the Interior to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, which report is hereinbelow 
set forth in full and made a part of this report. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., February 18, 1952. 
Hon. Joserpn C. O’ MAHONEY, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Senator O’ Manoney: We are glad to respond to your invitation for 
an expression of the views of this Department on S. 2658, a bill to amend the 
act of September 25, 1950, so as to provide that the liability of the town of Mills 
Wvo., to furnish sewerage service under such act shall not extend to future con- 
struction by the United States. 

The text of the amendment to the act of September 25, 1950, which is proposed 
in S. 2658 is substantially identical with that endorsed in a resolution of the Town 
Council of the Town of Mills on February 1. 

The Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation has advised that, after a 
study of the needs of the Government with respect to the use of the sewerage 
facility covered by the bill, it has been determined that there is little likelihood 
that the Government’s present use of the sewage-disposal system will expand 
within the expected life of this facilitv. The language of 8. 2658 will, however, 
afford the Government adequate protection in the event it becomes necessary to 
change the locations of any of its existing sewerage taps or to substitute new taps 
for old ones. The Government is now using, I understand, approximately three- 
fourths of the capacity of the sewerage svstem. There would be no initial or re- 
curring costs attributable to the bill if enacted. 

In the circumstances this Department has no objection to the enactment of 
S. 2658. 
ed by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection to the 
this report to your committee, 
yours, 
Rosert R. Ross, Jr., 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
tules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, S. 2658, 


as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Pusuic Law 8382, E1cury-First CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION 

That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized and directed to transfer to the 
town of Mills, Wyoming, all right, title, and interest of the United States in and 
to the twelve-inch main sewer and Imhoff tank constructed by the United States 
in and adjacent to such town, together with any rights-of-way therefor acquired 
or held by the United States.. Such transfer shall be made on condition that 
the United States shall have a perpetual right to use the sewerage system, and 
that the town shall operate and maintain such system in a manner which will 
permit such use by the United States, without charge or liability whatsoever 
against the United States by reason of the construction, operation, maintenance, 
or use of the sewerage svstem[.}: Provided, That the liability of the town to furnish 
t { ited States here idey d 


by the j ed State thal specific capacity in the sewe rage system u hich is in use 


age seri » he nM hall he limited to the conlin ued use 


{/i4 late of enactment « ‘nis proviso, and the liability ot the town shall not extend 
heyone seful life of the existing sewage-disposal facilities. The town of Mills 
the Interior shall mutually agree to standards of maintenance for 
fies transferred to the town in k eping w th recogni ed standards 

/ for maintenance of simi lar facilitie 8 
ry 
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